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Mapping of the Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra L.) in the Hron River Basin (Slovakia)

URBANP., HRDY T.

Department of Biology and Environmental Studies, Faculty of Natural Sciences of Matej Bel University in
Banska Bystrica, Slovakia

Hron is the second longest river in Slovakia. It springs under Kral'ova hol’a at an altitude of
934 m and flows into the Danube not far from the place where the Danube leaves the territory of
Slovakia. Mapping the river otter in a square grid is, despite the reservations, a method used to
determine the spread of this species over a relatively large area and its changes. The distribution
of the otter in the Hron river basin was investigated during five field mappings (winter
1995/1996, summer and autumn 2010, winter 2011/2012, winter 2021/2022, winter 2022/2023)
using a modified IUCN/OSG standard method. It was about the evidence of the presence of a
species, or its residence signs on selected 600 m sections of streams in the network of 48 squares
of the Databank of the Fauna of Slovakia (approx. 10 x 12 km) and their 150 quadrants (approx.
2.5 x 3 km).

During the first mapping in the winter of 1995/1996, the lowest number of positive squares
(35; t. j. 72,9 %) and quadrants (71; 47,3 %) was recorded. Signs of otter habitat were mainly
absent in the lower reaches of the Hron, but they were found near its mouth into the Danube, or
on some tributaries of the lower Hron (e.g. Pariz).

During further mapping, there was an increase in both positive squares and quadrants in the
entire river basin. The increase was most pronounced in the middle and lower part of the basin.
The highest number of positive squares (46; 95,8 %) and quadrants (125; 83,3 %) was recorded
in the winter of 2021/2022.

The research was funded by VEGA 1/0836/08; 01/0762/09 and Kega 036 UMB-4/2018; 003UMB-4/2023 grants.

PREDNASKA

Vel’ké lupeiiondzky (Branchiopoda, Crustacea) KoSickej kotliny (Slovensko) a poznamky
k ich chovu a etolégii

URBANOVA A. (1), DEVANOVA A. (2), Mock A. (1)
(1) Univerzita Pavla Jozefa Saférika v Kosiciach, Kosice; (2) Ustav botaniky a zoologie, Masarykova
univerzita, Brno
Velké lupeniondzky (ziabrondzky, Stitovce, SkI'abkovky, hrachovky) st zaujimavou globalne
roz$irenou skupinou zivocichov, obyvajucich nezarybnené stojaté, najmi periodické vody. Na
Slovensku je zdokumentovanych 19 druhov, prevazne v nizinach a kotlinach juzného Slovenska.

St povazované za autochténne a predstavuju vzacnu, ohrozenu faunu. Antropogénny vplyv v
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